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Senator Fonfara, Representative Scanlon, Senator Martin, Representative 

Cheeseman and members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee, 
my name is John Cattelan and I am with the Connecticut Alliance of YMCAs.   

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on S.B. 487, AN ACT 
ESTABLISHING THE INFANT AND TODDLER EARLY CARE AND FAMILY 

SUPPORT INITIATIVE. 

 
The Connecticut Alliance of YMCAs supports SB 487.  

 
During the past 20 years YMCA childcare centers have received one rate 

increase of three percent for Care4Kids and School Readiness.  During that 
same time, the minimum wage has increased by over 50% and inflation has 

risen by almost 50% as well.  
 

The fact is that Care4Kids provider payments are at the 50th percentile of 
the market rate for infants and toddlers and only the 25th percentile for 

preschool while the federal government recommends paying at the 75th 
percentile of the market rate.  This proposal would pay childcare providers at 

the 75th percentile. 
 

Funds in this proposal would then be used to contract with childcare 

providers both centers and family childcare homes to increase the supply of 

high-quality infant toddler care.  Priority will be given to childcare providers 
in lower income childcare deserts.  Many of our YMCAs are challenged to 

provide infant toddler care because of the low reimbursement rates and we 
believe this proposal would all us to increase our ability to provide infant 

toddler care. 
 



Childcare is already unaffordable and without a meaningful increase in 
reimbursement rates, the children care system will significantly become 

more expensive.  It is imperative that our childcare centers receive a rate 
increase so that we can continue to provide safe and quality childcare to 

Connecticut’s children.  
 

Quality childcare is a necessity if our state’s economy is to return to pre-
pandemic levels and this proposal is a step in the right direction.  

 
Thank you for consideration of our concerns. 

 
 

 
 


